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The man's soul had been subdued to the state. And now the state was at war with him; and he had done his
part of the work. He had expected to be hailed for it as an old soldier, and so he would be, he reflected,
were it not for one significant fact: he would be thought insane. He was looking forward, as usual, to the
summer. This year it was particularly good. The dogwood was still in bloom, though the cherry and the
flowering cherry were already gone. He remembered the foxgloves from his childhood, and the garden of
one of his neighbours that was an extension of his own. It was the kind of garden that made his children
want to spend their holiday basking in it. He remembered, too, the immense beauty of the roses in bloom.
But the most beautiful thing of all, he thought, was that at last he could have his retirement at the right
time. He had been in government service, as he would say, for more than forty years. A stint had seemed
appropriate for someone his age, though he would soon be fifty-five. There was never a time he would not
have been ready to give it up, he reflected, for he had always been of a perfectly happy disposition, and
even the hardships of a career had not dimmed his good spirits. The war had changed all that. It had
produced new stresses, new anxieties, new dangers, even, to a certain extent, new pleasures. The war had
restored his lost domesticity and brought him into contact with old friends he had not seen since the days
when he first went to office. He had had to use some ingenuity, especially in the case of the women, but
he had found a way about it. There was also a pleasure he had not realised was missing. The country was
in a better mood than he had known it for years; he could walk about freely and speak his mind. The
police were back, too, their numbers swollen and their confidence restored. He was happy in his work,
and most of all, he was happy in his private life. In spite of himself, he was thinking about his son. He had
been a good father. There had been no over-indulgence, no money.
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