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(0). (0).The invention relates to a vehicle structure, and more
particularly, to an occupant safety restraint system for protecting an
occupant in an interior space of avehicle when the vehicleis
involved in aside collision. In recent years, the desirability of
enhancing occupant protection in the event of a side collision has
been increasingly highlighted. However, the conventional side
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airbag system for protecting the occupant in the event of aside
collision isdesigned such that it is deployed when a door is closed,
thereby allowing only a slight time for an occupant to get out of the
vehicle or to take any action. This may cause the occupant to suffer
from greater injuries. It is an object of the present invention to
provide a side airbag system which can safely protect an occupant
even when the vehicleisinvolved in aside collision. The side airbag
system according to the present invention comprises an airbag that is
disposed in avehicle side wall portion and adapted to inflate in the
event of aside collision, a seat having a seatbelt guide portion
adapted to guide a seatbelt for restraining an occupant, and an airbag
cover mounted on the vehicle side wall portion so as to open and
close an opening formed in the vehicle side wall portion. The airbag
cover has a peripheral wall defining atop-side opening and a bottom-
side opening, and afloor panel mounted on the peripheral wall of the
airbag cover such that the opening of the airbag cover is opened and
closed by the floor panel. The floor panel isformed with a recess,
and the airbag is provided with a pressure port that communicates
with the recess and adapted to inflate and allow the pressure port to
open when the airbag cover is opened. In afront side collision, the
pressure port is communicated with the inside of the vehicle, and in
arear side collision, the pressure port is communicated with the
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outside of the vehicle
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