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case study in the distributions of noun and verb modifiers. Current models of language production describe both syntax and semantics
within the same set of computational principles. However, it has been demonstrated that these two language components can be

differentiated in terms of their distributional properties. For example, syntactic dependencies represent long-distance grammatical
relationships, while semantic dependencies represent short-distance grammatical relationships between lexical items. While previous
accounts have shown that syntactic and semantic dependencies are characterized by different distributions, little is known about the

contributions of syntax and semantics to types of dependencies that are specific to those two components. In the current study, we used
semantic and syntactic dependencies in the distributions of noun modifiers and verb modifiers to assess whether the distributions of those

two types of dependencies are different. Our analyses show that both syntactic and semantic dependencies are preferred in the distributions
of both noun and verb modifiers, but that they show different positional preferences in the two categories. The data provide the first

evidence that different types of dependencies (i.e., syntactic and semantic dependencies) can be distributed with different frequency in the
two components, and that the positional preferences of the two types of dependencies are dissoci 3e33713323
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