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NADIG A community garden,
several community facilities and a
greenhouse have been mentioned as
future uses for a 17-acre parcel in
Jetferson Park that was once home
to an athletic field. A city document
published last year indicated that the
wooded parcel was owned by the
Jefferson Park Tax Increment




Financing District. The document
also cited an "other" purpose for the
land, which includes an old athletic

field near Belmont and Pulaski
avenues, as the site of a "future
construction project.” Alderman
John Arena said at a Jan. 17
community meeting that the
alderman’s chiet of staff sought
information on the land from the city
and that "the city has taken a back
seat." "The whole point of TIF 1s to
use a chunk of money to spur
economic development,” Arena said.
"We're planning for what we can
atford. We're not 1n a position to




plan for everything." Arena said that
city officials cannot make
investments in the district until they
are requested, and he said that the
city has not received any proposals
for the site. He did not say which
community-based projects were
mentioned in the document or how
many landowners are in the district.
Arena, who has been on the
Jetferson Park TIF advisory
committee, said that TIF districts are
not usually focused on developing
community projects, but that these
types of projects "do play an
important role" 1n the district. Arena




said that since he could not commit
to any development, the TIF
district’s first priority should be "the
preservation of this green space.
We're losing too many parks" to
development, he said. Zoning
changes which would allow for a
commercial or housing development
in the area also have been proposed,
but those changes could include the
legalization of "variants" of single-
tfamily homes. Also, the planned
changes could result 1n a residential
project being built on a piece of
Jetterson Park TIF-owned land that

1s partially on the Northwest Side.




The 16th (Jetferson Park) TIF
District covers about 2.7 square
miles, extending from about
Lawrence Avenue to approximately
Highway 55 and from a portion of
Pulaski Avenue to the Cook County

line. 333713323
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