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11Neoadjuvant chemotherapy for locally advanced and inflammatory
breast cancer. New developments in the management of early breast
cancer continue to be reported in the literature. This is especially so for
those patients with locally advanced or inflammatory breast cancer
(LBIBC). Neoadjuvant chemotherapy improves the breast conservation
rate in patients with LBIBC and should be considered as part of the
initial management of these patients. In the present article, we describe
our experiences with neoadjuvant chemotherapy and discuss the new
developments in this area.Magnetic baroreceptor activation decreases
the expression of neuronal nitric oxide synthase in the paraventricular
nucleus. We investigated the effect of strong stimulation of the carotid
sinus baroreceptors with nitroprusside to investigate whether the nitric
oxide system plays a role in the transfer of the baroreceptor signal. Male
rats were anesthetized with urethane (0.5 g/kg) and alpha-chloralose
(40 mg/kg). The carotid sinus nerves were stimulated electrically for 10
minutes at 6 Hz, an intensity that almost completely inhibited the sinus
baroreceptors at the end of this period, as judged by the decrease in
heart rate. The animals were divided into three groups: control (no
electrical stimulation, n = 8), nitroprusside alone (n = 7), and
nitroprusside given in association with the baroreceptor stimulation (n =
7). The animals in the last group were administered with 10 mg/kg of
nitroprusside via the jugular vein and the carotid sinus nerves were
stimulated during 10 minutes. Baroreceptor stimulation elicited a
decrease in plasma renin activity by about 85% from the control levels.
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Neuronal nitric oxide synthase protein expression in the paraventricular
nucleus was decreased 30% in nitroprusside alone and 75% in the
groups given baroreceptor stimulation (P Q: If $x™
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