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present invention relates to an image pickup apparatus and an image-pickup method. 2.
Description of the Related Art Most of currently commercially-available digital cameras

(image-pickup apparatuses) use a common method of generating image data by capturing
the subject using a CCD (Charge Coupled Device) and encoding the generated image data
using a JPEG (Joint Photographic Experts Group) compression system. However, the JPEG

system has a problem of being poor in encoding efficiency due to its two-dimensional intra-
image encoding. To improve the compression efficiency, digital cameras that adopt a three-
dimensional intra-image encoding method have recently been proposed. As an example of

such digital cameras, there are a digital camera which achieves multi-frame encoding on the
basis of a difference between frames and a digital camera which achieves multi-frame

encoding on the basis of a difference among spatial frequency regions. In addition, some of
such digital cameras, such as those disclosed in Japanese Patent Application Laid-Open No.
2005-006671 and Japanese Patent Application Laid-Open No. 2004-39063, perform multi-

frame encoding to achieve encoding of an image using a difference between adjacent
frames. For example, Japanese Patent Application Laid-Open No. 2005-006671 discloses a

technology for removing pseudo-contours caused by noise, while Japanese Patent Application
Laid-Open No. 2004-
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